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A b o u t  t h e  P r o g r a m m e  

About NATI-RETI 2026 
The North America–Turtle Island Regional Ecumenical Theological Institute is a regional 

expression of the global ecumenical movement — adapting the World Council of Churches’ 

Global Ecumenical Theological Institute (GETI) model to the context of North America–Turtle 

Island. 

A Milestone in Ecumenical Formation 

Convened by The Canadian Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches USA, in 

accompaniment with the World Council of Churches, NATI-RETI marks a renewed chapter in 

cross-border collaboration — a shared platform for emerging Christian leaders from the United 

States and Canada to engage in deep theological reflection and spiritual fellowship. 

A Pilgrimage Across Borders 

NATI-RETI 2026 is a fully immersive residential program. By engaging the distinct religious and 

social landscapes of Detroit and Toronto, participants explore the intersections of faith and 

public life — nurturing the visible unity of the church, the relatedness of justice and mission to 

that unity, and the church’s witness across confessional and national lines in a polarized world. 

At a Glance 

DATE S  3–16 August 2026 

LOCATION S  Detroit, Michigan (USA) · Toronto, Ontario (Canada) 

THE ME  “Where Now for Visible Justice?” 

CON VE NE D BY  The Canadian Council of Churches · National Council of Churches 

USA 

WITH  the accompaniment of the World Council of Churches 
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U s i n g  t h i s  R e a d e r  

The Six Pillars 
This Curriculum Reader gathers the assigned readings of the institute in a single volume, 

organized around its six thematic pillars. It is designed as a companion for the residential phase 

and the weeks of preparation that precede it — placing the program’s curated theological and 

scholarly texts in the hands of every participant. 

Each pillar opens with a short divider and proceeds through its readings. Full source citations 

accompany every piece, and notes are gathered at the end of each reading. The selections were 

made by the Curriculum and Methodology Working Group to stimulate critical thinking, engage 

diverse voices, and equip participants to respond to contemporary challenges with theological 

imagination and pastoral sensitivity. Together, the six pillars carry the institute’s common 

question — Where Now for Visible Justice? — across two weeks and two cities. 

1  Climate Justice 

The science of a warming planet, the disproportionate burden carried by Indigenous and 

frontline communities, and the traditions that call the churches to care for creation. 

2  Secularism and Laicity 

How modern societies negotiate the place of religion in public life — secularity, religious 

nationalism, and pluralism, and what they mean for the church’s witness. 

3  Racism & Anti-Racism 

The entanglement of theology with the origins of race, and the biblical and confessional 

resources for the pursuit of justice and the work of anti-racism. 

4  Solidarity with Indigenous Communities 

The Doctrine of Discovery and its enduring impact, decolonial thought, and what genuine 

solidarity with Indigenous peoples requires of the churches. 

5  Interfaith Dialogue 

Encounter and friendship across religious traditions — the practices, leadership, and humility 

that interreligious dialogue asks of Christian communities. 

6  Wealth Disparity and Poverty 

The ecumenical struggle against poverty, a Christian response to a culture of affluence, and 

theology’s reckoning with class, capitalism, and solidarity. 
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Pillar One 

CLIMATE 
JUSTICE 
  

Readings that hold together the science of a warming planet, the disproportionate burden 

carried by Indigenous and frontline communities, and the theological and ecumenical 

traditions that call the churches to care for creation and to act in justice. 

READINGS 

1.1 Navigating Climate Change in the Indigenous Economic Ecosystem — Tasha Brooks & 

Leighton Gall · Canadian Climate Institute, 2025 

1.2 For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church (§41, 61–67, 76–77) 

— D. B. Hart & J. Chryssavgis, eds. · Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 2020 

1.3 Climate Change (pp. 5–40, 65–78) — Martin Robra, ed. · World Council of Churches, 2005 

1.4 COP26 Ecumenical Preliminary Analysis — ACT Alliance, Lutheran World Federation & 

World Council of Churches · 2021 

1.5 Resolution on Global Warming — National Council of Churches 

1.6 God’s Sacred Earth: A Renewed Commitment — National Council of Churches · 2024 
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Navigating Climate Change in the Indigenous Economic 
Ecosystem 
Kwukwun’utstuhw ‘uw ‘eeye’qtum ‘u thu kw’atl’kwu ni’ ‘u thu hwulmuhw telu’stuhw tumuhw — 

Adaptive strategies for community-centred commercial fisheries 

TASHA BROOKS AND LEIGHTON GALL 

Source: Tasha Brooks and Leighton Gall, “Navigating Climate Change in the Indigenous Economic Ecosystem,” Canadian 

Climate Institute, June 11, 2025. 

  

Overview 

The intricate web of commercial fishing, climate 

change, and Indigenous cultural practices demands a 

contextual understanding. Recognizing how these 

elements influence one another is critical to fostering 

sustainability. The fishing industry’s impact, including 

overfishing, highlights the urgent need for integrated 

management approaches. 

Ni’ tsetsul’ulhtun ‘uw’ ‘eeye’qtun ‘u’ tthu kwa’atl’kwa, 

sis uw hwulmuhw snuw’uy’ulh T’a’thut ‘un’ tl’leem’ ‘u 

‘un stl’i’ ‘u statul’stuhw. Tspit tthu eeye’qtum tumuhw, 

eeye’qtum sul’utul’sht’e ‘un stl’i’ huli’stuhw. Tthu 

tsetsul’ulhtun, hun’utum industry, nan ‘uw 

tsesul’ulhtun. Tspit ‘un stl’i ‘u’ tu thi’maat shqwaluwun 

tetsul. 

The failure to address these interconnected challenges 

holistically can lead to the collapse of vital fish stocks 

and the degradation of cultural and ecological 

landscapes. The stakes are high, with entire ecosystems 

and ways of life at risk, demonstrating the necessity of 

comprehensive and collaborative solutions. 

ni’ ‘uwu kwus sul’ul’thuts, ‘ithatul’stuhw 

shqwaluwuns, ‘i’ nem’ yixw ‘u thithat 

stseelhtunhwu’alum’sis ‘uw ‘uwu stsi’elh hwulmuhw ‘i 

tumuhw. ‘i sielh’stuhw ‘i hwtl’i kws mukw tumuhw, 

mukw’ulup wawa’ stl’eluqun kws hulit, 

le’lum’stamshnustl’i’ ‘u q’ishintul’ shqwaluwun. 

By tackling climate change, industry practices, and 

environmental sustainability together, there is a 

significant opportunity to restore and enhance marine 

biodiversity, strengthen Indigenous economies, and 

maintain cultural practices. This holistic approach, 

which reflects the foundational Nuu-chah-nulth concept 

of Tsawalk (meaning “one”), can lead to more resilient 

communities and ecosystems. 

thuyt thu tumuhw, thuyt thu hunutum industry 

paractices, kwutst ts’i’ts’uwatul shqwaluwun ‘i q’ushintul 

thuyt thu tumuhw, ni’ thithat kw’in ‘u thuyt thuw’mukw 

kwatl’kwa, kw’am kw’umstuhw, thu hwulmuhw 

hunutum economies and hakwushus snuw’uyulh. Thuw’ 

mukw’ nem’, lumstuhw ‘u snuw’uy’ulh ‘u thu Nuu-chah-

nulth snuw’uy’ulh 9meaning ts’i’ts’uwatul), 

nem’kw’amkw’um thuw’mukw’ ‘i thu tumuhw. 

Achieving this requires a united front driven by 

Indigenous leaders, bringing together governments, 

environmental organizations, and the fishing industry to 

develop and implement strategies that address the full 

spectrum of challenges. This includes reforming fishing 

regulations to prevent overfishing, supporting 

Indigenous-led conservation projects, and promoting 

practices that reduce the environmental impact of 

fishing operations. By collectively championing 

sustainable practices that consider the intricate 

connections between climate change, cultural heritage, 

and commercial fishing, we can secure climate-resilient 

fisheries for future generations. 

‘uy’eey’ ‘u nu’stli’ ts’i’ts’uwatul shqwaluwun 

‘imushstuhw ‘u tthu shusi’eem, ‘e’muqth kwun’atul 

hun’utum governments, hun’utum governments, ‘i 

hun’utum fishing industry ‘u ‘eey’ ‘uy shqwuluwun ‘i 

thi’mawt thuytum tthu tumuhw. Ni’ ‘eeye’qtum’ ‘u 

tsrtsul’ulhtun snuw’uy’ulh ‘u ‘unuhw thuw mukw 

tsetsul’ulhtun, ‘i hwulmuhw thuytum, ‘i snuw’uy’ulh ‘u 

kwu’elh xwul ‘u qul’ shqwaluwun ‘u tsetsul’ulhtun’ew’t. 

Ni’ ‘a’luxut ‘eey’ ‘uy shqwaluwun snuw’uy’ulh tuni’ 

hwqwel’qwul’i’wun ‘u ‘i’thatul’stuw tumuhw ‘eeye’qtum’, 

‘u tthu shtun’ni’iws snuw’uy’ulh ‘u tthu 

tsetsul’ulhtun’ew’t, tst thuyt ‘u tl’uxw ‘u 

tthutsetsul’ulhtun’ew’t ni’ ‘u tthu yu’e’wu shhw’a’luqw’a. 

The following case study focused on the opportunities 

and challenges facing Quw’utsun Kw’atl’kwa Enterprises 

(QKE), a leading commercial fishing business owned 

and operated by the Cowichan Tribes and situated in 

Cowichan, B.C., highlights adaptive strategies and offers 

recommendations for ways to achieve this goal. 

Ni’ hwtetulum’ qe’is snuw’uy’ulh ‘u tthu qe’is tl’uxw 

shul’e’shlh yunu’as Quw’utsun Kw’atl’kwa Enterprises 

(QKE), ‘u shhwuhwi’wuqun ‘u tthu tsetsul’ulhtun’ew’t 

hakwush thun Cowichan Tribes ‘i ‘e’ut Cowichan B.C., 

lumstalu qe’is snuw’uy’ulh ‘i ‘aalhtum qwul’qwul sht’e ‘u 

thuyt thu tumuhw. 

Introducing Quw’utsun Kw’atl’kwa 

Enterprises 

Quw’utsun Kw’atl’kwa Enterprises is a leading 

commercial fishing business owned and operated by the 

Cowichan Tribes, situated in Cowichan, B.C. The name 

Cowichan is the anglicized version of shkewetsen, 

meaning “basking in the sun”. Elder Abel Joe explains 

how the name came from people seeing a frog basking in 

the sun on Mount Tzouhalem (Joe, 1977). The territories 

of the Cowichan Tribes include 2,389 hectares (5,903 

acres) across nine reserves and seven traditional 

villages: Quamichan (Kwa’mutsun), Comiaken (Qaumi 

Yiqun), Koksilah (Ulaelu), Somena (S’amuna’), 

Clemclemaluts (Lhumlhumuluts’), Khenipsen (Xin 

Ipsum), and Cowichan Bay (L’ul Plus) (Cowichan Tribes, 

2021). QKE is integral to both the economic and cultural 

fabric of these communities. 


